scenario at the Michael Collins Centre in
Castleview. Their role was to follow in the
footsteps of the flying column and to gain
an understanding of what life would have
been like for the men by being on the run,

marching across country and living in barns.

In a secondary strand, a group of history
students from the University of Essex
spent a week travelling around West Cork
meeting local historians and descendants
of the original Brigade to hear the stories
of the brave men and women from the area.
They also heard about the notorious Essex

Locations with GPS

Regiment who were based in West Cork and
the suffering they caused.

There are many incredible stories that
could be told, the life of Charlie Hurley for
instance is full of drama, while the ending
with his death up at Forde’s in Ballymurphy
would disappoint some who like their heroes
to win. Charlie did win by inspiring the
others of the Brigade and flying column to
never give up. Stories like May Twomey’s in
Bandon, who was passing information from
the British letters to the IRA, could make
exciting spy thrillers.

Kilbrittain Village
51°40°24.7"N 8°41’31.5"W

O’Brien’s at Clonbuig
51°41°02.7”N 8°39'11.1"W

Ahiliane training camp
51°45’11.7"N 8°58’08.4"W

Kilmichael ambush site
51.812451, -9.056187

Charlie Hurley monument
51.830726, -8.646428

Michael Collins Centre
51.643243, -8.821538

TOUR

Tim Crowley of the Michael
Collins Centre, Castleview
has been conducting
Michael Collins Tours
since 1997. The Tour in the
visitor’'s own car or coach,
visits the following sites
associated with
. Michael Collins. Birthplace
B at Woodfield, Sam’s Cross,
. Clonakilty Town, Lisavaird

- Village, St Mary’s Cemetery
~ Clonakilty and Béal na Bla
ambush site.

Runs all year
Tour time 3.5 to 4 hours.
Pre-booking is required
michaelcollinscentre@gmail.com

THE OFFICIAL

HISTORY AND

GUIDE TO THE
MICHAEL COLLINS
SITES IN WEST CORK.

Available in local bookshops and from
the Michael Collins Centre, Castleview




CROSSBARRY 19~ MARCH 1921

THE DECISIVE BATTLE
OF THE WAR OF
INDEPENDENCE

(GPS 51.802707, -8.647973) )

I wish to outline briefly the circumstances
which led to this engagement taking
place. If the British Government, led

by prime minister Lloyd George, had
accepted the result of the 1918 general
election in Ireland where a substantial
majority voted for independence and had
not declared that Dail Eireann established
in 1919 was illegal, then this engagement
may not have been necessary.

In January and February 1921, the
British Army had intensified attacks in
the 3¢ Cork Brigade area, resulting in
local IRA companies witnessing setbacks.
The Black and Tans and Auxiliaries who
had been introduced into Ireland in
March and July 1920 were conducting
a campaign of terror in the countryside
with interrogations, harassment, beatings
and in some instances killing of innocent
people.

In order to counteract this campaign
by the British, Tom Barry Commander,
and his flying column of 104 officers and
men moved to John O’Leary’s farm at
Ballyhandle to the north of Crossbarry
on the night of 18® March in anticipation
of encountering the British. Shortly after
arrival at O’Leary’s, Tom Kelleher the
local Crosspound Company Captain and
Mick Crowley, Brigade Engineer left to
mobilise the local company as an outer
ring of unarmed scouts.

At 2.30am Kelleher and Crowley
returned hurriedly to report seeing the
lights and hearing the noise of lorries

some distance to the west. Ten minutes
afterwards a report was received of
military movements to the east and

at 2.50am a third report was received

of activity to the south. Barry and his
officers were now in no doubt that an
extensive operation against the column
was proceeding.

At 1.00am on March 19th 1921,

400 British troops left Cork city, 200
Ballincollig, 300 Kinsale and 350 Bandon.
Later 120 Auxiliaries left Macroom,

but mistakenly went to Kilbarry. They
proceeded by lorries to points, 4 miles
north-north-east, south-south-east

and west to Crossbarry. They then
dismounted and formed columns.

About half of each column moved on
foot raiding the countryside as they
converged on Crossbarry. The remainder
mounted the lorries and moved slowly
onwards after the raiding columns.

The column had occupied fighting
positions by 4.30am, it consisted of 7
sections with 14 men in each section,
commanded by Sean Hales, John
Lordan, Mick Crowley, Denis Lordan,
Tom Kelleher, Peter Kearney and Christy
O’ Connell. The column officers were
Liam Deasy Adjutant, Tadhg O Sullivan,
Quartermaster, Dr Con Lucey Medical
Officer, and Eugene Callanan, Assistant
Medical Officer, Flor Begley, Column
Piper and Assistant Adjutant.

At 6.30am Brigade Headquarters at
Forde’s House, Ballymurphy, north of




Crossbarry was surrounded
by British forces and Charlie
Hurley, Brigade OC, was
shot dead while attempting
to fight his way out.

At 8.00am the eerie
silence was broken when a
convoy of lorries carrying
members of the Essex
Regiment, drove past
Harrolds and Beasleys
farmyards. With Barry and
Deasy to the fore, sections
commanded by Crowley,
Hales and John Lordan
opened fire. Within 10 minutes the British
were routed with many killed and the
remainder fleeing. As the firing started,
column piper, Flor Begley, Bandon
started to play Irish war tunes on his
pipes which inspired his comrades and
had a demoralising effect on the British.

Shortly afterwards, troops were in
combat with Denis Lordan’s section
adjacent to where the monument now
stands. Some fierce fighting took place
in this area and Pete Kearney’s section
was moved to support Lordan and his
men. This resulted in the withdrawal of
the British with some casualties on both
sides.

The next significant happening was
the arrival from the west through fields,
of British troops who had been searching
the countryside. These were confronted
by Christy O’Connell and his men who
shot a number of them.

The final part of the battle involved
the section commanded by Tom Kelleher
placed in the castle field about 600 yards
to the rear of the main column. British
troops 200 approximately were quite
close when observed by Kelleher and his
men. He placed Con Lehane and Denis
Mehigan in the ruins of the castle and
instructed them not to open fire until
the British were close to the ruins, as
they would be likely to surround it. The
situation worked out as predicted and
the British had many casualties. Support
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arrived when Jim (Spud) Murphy and
Eugene (Nudge) Callanan arrived with 10
volunteers. This location witnessed some
of the fiercest and most prolonged part of
the battle.

Barry arrived to discover that the
battle was over with 3 volunteers killed
and 4 wounded. The British did not give
a casualty list for Crossbarry. However,
British newspaper reports gave 35 to 39
casualties with 47 wounded.

After this engagement, Lord
Birkenhead (Lord Chancellor) stated
that it was beginning to dawn on Lloyd
George that the Irish resistance was a
very real force which had to be met by
methods other than by force. The British
now realised that a military victory over
the IRA was unlikely to succeed. It is
likely that the heavy defeat inflicted on
them contributed to the truce of the 11
July, 1921.

Sean Kelleher

Son of Section Commander Tom Kelleher

References:

Guerilla Days in Ireland: Tom Barry;
Towards Ireland Free: Liam Deasy; The
Road to Crossbarry: Diarmuid Begley;
Rebel Cork’s Fighting Story Article: Tom
Kelleher

Crossbharry Monument Location Map,
Latitude: 51.802718 Longitude: -8.647961




INCHIGEELAGH REBEL TOUR

(GPS 51.843730, -9.118935) )

The parish of Uibh Laoire is very much
a part of Rebel Cork. It’s beautiful
Landscape gave great cover to the rebel
Earl of Desmond (1570), O’Sullivan Bere
(1601), The Rapparies, The Fenians

and the guerrilla fighters of the War of
Independence. Michael Collins, Eamon
DeValera, Terence McSweeney, Eskine
Childers and Tom Barry were regular
visitors to Uibh Laoire.

The Mouth Of the Glen Ambush,
7th of July 1918, near Ballingeary, is
considered to be the first engagement of
the War Of Independence.

The History Trail in Inchigeelagh old
Churchyard leads to the grave of Lt Cecil
Guthrie, an Auxiliary in the Crown forces
who was shot after Kilmichael Ambush
on November 28th 1920.

The military headstone inside the
eastern entrance to the graveyard reads
“In Memory of Cecil Guthrie November
28th 1920”.

Cecil Guthrie was the driver of the
second Crossly tender at Kilmichael.
During the engagement, Guthrie was
injured and made his way towards
the military barracks at Macroom. At
Dromecarra he was captured by local
volunteers. He was executed and buried
in Annahala Bog near Kilmichael.

In 1926 his body was exhumed and
given a proper burial in Inchigeelagh.
Cecil Guthrie was an auxiliary cadet and
a member of C Company, he was 21 years
of age and a native of Fyfe in Scotland.
During World War One he served as a
member of the Royal Flying Corps based
in Pakistan and was the youngest flying
instructor in the flying corps.

It was during World War One he met
his wife Jane, a military nurse. She was
with him in Macroom at the time of this
death and shortly afterwards gave birth

to their daughter Dorothy.

Writing about the War of
Independence in West Cork Daniel
Corkery said that there was a small band
of young male volunteers from Coolea,
Ballyvouney, Kilnamarthyra, Inchigeela,
Ballingeary, who did not wait to be
attacked. Usually they went out to find
the enemy. In this church yard there are
3 other reburials: 1822 Crown Forces
Solider John Smith of the Rifle Brigade
whose body was removed from a bog
near Keimaneigh and reburied in 1822.
Barra

O’Laoghaire who died at the Battle of
Keimaneigh is also buried here.

Also, James Mead, a victim of the
civil war 1922-1923 whose body lay in
Tirnaspidoga was buried here circa 1920.

Grave Of Lieut Cecil J Guthrie In Inchigeelagh
Church Of Ireland Graveyard




Johanna McGarthy
(Gaibhdeach) O’Brien

(Grandmother of General Michael Gollins)

BY CON MCCARTHY

Johanna McCarthy (Gaibhdeach) was born on 28th of November 1828 in
Rosscarbery parish, in the townland of Garralacka, west of Clonakilty town. She
was a daughter of Denis McCarthy and Catherine nee O’ Connor, who were
tenant farmers. These McCarthys were known as Gaibhdeach or Guidagh. She
had two uncles and their families who were also tenant farmers in Garralacka.
The family can be traced back to a Florence McCarthy who was born around
1750 in Garralacka and was Johanna’s great-grandfather. Johanna was one of a

family of six, four girls and two boys.

Her oldest brother Timothy married
Ellen O’ Donovan (Freehane) in March
1852 and they farmed in the home place
before moving to Sarue, Reenscreena.
His son Dan married Nora O’ Sullivan
(Boohig) Froe, Rosscarbery, they are my
Grandparents.

Another brother Florence married
Ellen O’ Sullivan (Blascadee) and lived in
Maulyregan, Reenascreena.

Johanna McCarthy married James O’
Brien on the 17th January 1850. They lived
on a farm at Sam’s Cross. They had eight
children, four boys and four girls. One
daughter Mary (Marianne) who was born
in 1852 married Michael John Collins
Woodfield on the 26th February 1876.
They are the parents of General Michael
Collins, who was born on 16th of October
1890 and died in an ambush during the
civil war at Béal na Blath on the 22nd of
August 1922 and is buried in Glasnevin

Right to Left - Marianne O’Brien - Collins (Mother),
Johanna McCarthy - O’Brien ( Grand Mother),
Mary Collins ( Sister) and Patrick Collins (Brother)




Cemetery, in Dublin on the 28th
August 1922. At the time of his death
General Michael Collins was engaged
to be married to Kitty Kiernan from
Granard Co Longford. It is claimed
that Michael Collin’s grave is one of
the most visited graves in Glasnevin.

What is not well known, is that
another Grandson of Johanna’s,

James O’ Brien a first cousin of
Michael Collins form Sam’s Cross who
lived in the same house as Johanna,
joined the British Army and fought in
the first world war. So while Michael
Collins fought in the G.P.O,, his first
cousin James O’ Brien fought with the
British in the first world war.

Two of Johanna O Brien’s
Grandnephews, Grandsons of her
brother Florence McCarthy who lived
at Maulyreagan, Jeremiah and Patrick
Fehily from Reavileen, Rosscarbery
where active volunteers during the
War of Independence, they later took
opposite sides during the Civil War
which commenced in June 1922.

Johanna’s husband died following
an accident while her family were still
young, but she continued to rear and
educated her family and ran the family
farm.

Johanna is associated with the
Clonakilty Black Pudding recipe. It is
believed that she passed on her Black-
Pudding recipe to Philip Harrington in
Clonakilty, who passed it onto his son
Dan Harrington. When Edward Twomey
took over the butcher shop, the recipe
came with it and the rest is history. This
world famous product can be traced back
to Johanna’s recipe over one hundred

years ago.
Johanna O’Brien died on Christmas

morning 1916. Following the wake in

her home, her remains were removed

to Lisavaird church on Saint Stephen’s

Day, and subsequently were interred at

Castlefreke Graveyard in the presence of a

large multitude of people.
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When Michael Collins arrived back in
Clonakilty on Christmas Day 1916, having
been released from Frongoch internment
camp in Wales where he was a prisoner
following the 1916 rising, his Grandmother
was being waked at home at Sam’s Cross,
so Michael walked home from the train
station.

To commemorate the Centenary
of this event the Clonakilty Historical
Society organised a walk from the
former Clonakilty Train Station to
Michael Collins’s Homestead. This walk
passed along the Garralacka road past
Johanna’s birth place, and a decade of the
Rosary was recited outside of Johanna’s
homestead by her relative Fr McCarthy
of Garralacka at Sam’s Cross on Saint
Stephen’s Day 2016 at the exact time
that Johanna’s remains were removed to
Lisavaird church 100 years earlier in 1916.




Frank Doran, horticulturalist, poet and
man of literature, was one of a family of
seven. He was born in Wexford but lived

in Athy Co. Kildare. He was educated by
the Christian Brothers in Athy. He then
studied to be a Horticulturalist in The Albert
Agriculture College, Dublin. During his
college days, he and fellow students went
to Croke Park most Sundays to view G.A.A.
matches. He was there on November 21st
1920, when the Black and Tans invaded the
pitch and opened fire, shooting 16 people
as a reprisal for the shooting of British
Secret Service Officials by the LR.A. He
wrote of his experience in his article called
“Bloody Sunday as I saw it."

After his college days he worked in the
Botanic Gardens and then came to Darrara
College, Clonakilty where he worked for
the next 50 years. He married Mary Sutton,
Clonakilty and had 2 daughters and a son
who died as an infant. He loved Clonakilty
and lived there until his death on April 4th.

1974.

He was a renowned published poet and
produced a book of poems called "Wayside
Seribblings" He also contributed various
articles to "The Cork Hollybough", "Weekly
Examiner" and "The Southern Star"

He was deeply respected by all who knew
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BY FRANK DORAN
INTRODUCTION BY HIS DAUGHTER BREDA AHERN

him and fondly remembered by family and
friends.

“Bloody Sunday, as I saw it.”
Frank Doran
Written in 1964

Sunday next is the forty forth anniversary
of Bloody Sunday and the Croke Park
Massacre. To the younger generation
perhaps a brief explanation is needed.

Towards the end of the year 1920, the
War of Independence was at its height.
In the early hours of Sunday morning
November the 21%, the LR.A dealt a crippling
blow to the enemy espionage, when they
raided Dublin hotels and shot a dozen or
more important secret service officials.

Reprisals were feared and it was
unfortunate that an inter-county football
game between Dublin and Tipperary was
billed for Croke Park that afternoon. The
game was not long in progress, when hordes
of Black and Tans swooped on the pitch
and without warning opened fire on the
defenceless crowd of about twelve thousand.
Sixteen were killed including one of the
Tipperary team, seventy-two were wounded
and many knocked and injured when
trampled on in the stampede that followed.
That day of horror was aptly called Bloody




Sunday and as such is
known since.

We were a happy
and carefree lot of
students from all four
provinces that left the
Albert Agricultural

“ how did you
enjoy the
match?

We joined hundreds scaling
the high boundary wall into
the grounds of Belvedere
College. I fell on top of
someone and discovered

it was a former Kildare
’ , teammate. We struggled

College, Glasnevin on
that fine November
afternoon to see the Dublin-Tipperary
football game in Croke Park in aid of the
Republican Prisoners Dependent Fund.
Ardent Gaels all, we rarely missed a game
and our party included some fine players.
Sligo’s flying winger Johnny Harte, Dermot
O’ Dwyer from Tipp, who was killed shortly
afterwards in an attack on crown forces in
North Frederick Street. Mattie Murphy from
Lissarda, Cork, who later wore the red jersey
of his county and Munster’s blue. The fair-
haired Mick Adones Fallon of Roscommon
and little Paddy Garaghty from Dublin, the
best man you ever saw to strip a cut throat
razor and didn’t we keep him busy. Wonder
he wasn’t bald because Paddy tested every
blade’s sharpness with hairs plucked from
his head.

Arriving in Croke Park, we took up our
usual position, where funds permitted,
opposite midfield in the shilling enclosure.
There was only one small corner stand in
Croke Park, then. Soon the teams appeared,
the best in Ireland it was later proved
because Tipp were to beat Dublin in that
year’s final and Dublin took the next three. It
was mostly Tipp in the opening quarter and
Dublin’s fine goalie John McDonnell was
coming through in a good clearance when a
plane droned overhead. “Up the Republic”,
shouted Paddy Geraghty aggressively.

It circled the grounds twice, flying low
and then came the sharp crack of rifle
fire. Looking towards the canal end from
where it came, we were horrified to see
a row of Tans standing in the extended
order, rifles to the shoulder firing into the
crowd. There was instant panic, people
rushing here and here, many being knocked
and trampled underfoot. Others knelt or
crouched in prayer, rosary beads in hand.

to our feet, shook hands

and without a word, ran

our hurried way, never to meet since. A
large double gate leading to we knew not
where was choked with people struggling
to get through. As we reached it a bullet
knocked chips from a pillar a few inches
from someone’s head. Getting through
safely, some of us took refuge in a henhouse
at the back of some house. We could not
have selected a worse hiding place because
Mr Rooster and about ten wives were at
home and set up a loud cackle of protest.
Soon we were ordered out by military who,
with machine guns trained, has the area
surrounded. We were forced back into Croke
Park and searched several times by cordons
of Tans spaced at intervals.

Mick Hogan, the Tipp. full back, lay
dead near the cinder track opposite “Hill
16”. Three or four Tans stood by chatting
unconcernedly. We had to step aside to
avoid treading on the body of a sixteen-
year-old girl. She was lying on her back,
shot through the forehead, blood trickling
slowly down her face. Further on, ambulance
men were placing an elderly man on a
stretcher. He was moaning in pain, shot in
the stomach.

Coats, hats, caps, sticks and umbrellas
were strewn around and such a small thing
to notice, that new white football forgotten
on the pitch, held my interest. Outside, as
we left, were Tans and more Tans jibing
and asking “how did you enjoy the match?”
It was with a feeling of relief we took the
quietest way back to the college.

Michael Hogan is honoured by a stand
in Croke Park to his memory, but what about
those others shot down at headquarters - the
forgotten others. They too deserve to be
remembered of, even by a simpler plaque,
but then who can name them.
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Behaugh and Dunmanway
on Easter Sunday, April 23rd, 1916
to Inchigeela and were a’tfdressed byr.' f
Tereﬁce MacSwiney & Tomas MJCCI{I‘taI ¥
Centenary Anniversary 2016

THIS IS

THE FAR AWAY CAMP

Ao

~IN GRANURE

. In Memory Of
Jim O'Sullivan, Michael McCarthy
and Pat Deasy who gave their lives
in the fight for freedom during”
the War of Independence at
Kilmichael on 28t November 1920,
They were taken by horse and cart
to the Buttimer farmhouse three
hundred metres from this spot.
Jim O'Sullivan died during the ambush. | %
Michael McCarthy died on the journey
here. Pat Deasy passed away at Buttimers~at
10pm. All three were givena temporary
burial_at Gortroe bog near here.
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